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Sprague Is Given 
OK Till March 31 


By L. STUART DITZEN 

Bulletin Washington Burea 
Washington — The House has voted 
to temporarily reestablish the Select 
Committee on Assassinations until 
March 31. 

The action gives Committee Chief 
Counsel Richard A. Sprague and his 
72-member staff 65 percent of their 
salaries until then* The committee 
staff had been working without pay 
since the 95th Congress, went into ses- 
sion last month. 

The vote to reconstitute! the com- 
mittee was 237 to 164 — a considerably 
closer margin than the 280-to-65 vote 
that first created the committee last 
September. 

The resolution adopted last night 
authorizes the assassinations com- 
mittee to investigate the deaths of 
John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

The resolution also gives the com- 
mittee subpena power and authorizes 
committee staff attorneys to take 
I sworn testimony from witnesses with- 
i out committee members present. 

I Given two months to prove his panel 
should be allowed to stay in business, 
Chairman Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex) 
said yesterday he has new evidence 
that indicates the two assassins did 
not act alone. 

“We have threshold evidence, not 
yet completely corroborated and 
cross-checked, that indicate the 
strong possibility* ’ Gonzalez said. 

He said the new evidence came to 
light since the committee issued Its 
preliminary report in December. He 
declined to elaborate, saying it might 
jeopardize the investigation. 

But before the assassinations com- 
mittee can undertake its task, it must 
draw up written rules by which its 
^probers will be guided and it must re- 
turn to the House before March 31 
j with a full budget proposal, 
j While it is reorganizing, the com- 
mittee will operate under a budget of 
$84,000 a month retroactive to the 
start of the current Congress Jan. 4. 
When the limited budget expires at 
the end of March, the House will con- 
sider whether to extend it through the 
rest of the legislative year. 

An earlier proposed budget of $6.5 
million for 1977 — ■ put forth by 
Sprague — encountered widespread 


opposition. 

Sprague, former first assistant dis- 
trict attorney of Philadelphia, himself 
had become the focal point of some 
opposition to restablishing the com- 
mittee. 

Among other things, Sprague was 
criticized by some congressmen for 
getting too much publicity. 

But Sprague has withdrawn noticea- 
bly from view in the last two weeks. 
He has, said a committee staff mem- 
ber, taken a “mini vacation.** 

Several assassination committee 
members — Republicans and Demo- 
crats — defended Sprague yesterday 
as the right man to run the Kennedy 
and King investigations. 

Sprague gained a national reputa- 
tion several years ago for his prose- 
cution of former United Mine Workers 
union boss W.A. (Tony) Boyle for the 
murder of Joseph (Jack) Yablonski, 
an insurgent leader within the union. 

Among those who spoke for Sprague 
yesterday were Reps. Richardson 
Preyer (D-NC), Samuel L. Devine (R- 
Ohio) and Stewart B. McKinney (R- 
Conn), all members of the assassina- 


tions committee. 

*Tm not troubled with the staff di- 
rector Mr. Sprague,” Devine said. 
I m one of those who thinks he's a 
nighly competent investigator ” 
Preyer said: “Mr.. Sprague has been 
made the issue somehow . . . there isi 
the feeling that he is running away ^ 
with the committee ... But he is dedi-j 
cated. He will get the job done.” 
Leader of the opposition to the com- 
mittee yesterday was Rep. James H. 
Quillen (R-Tenn), who said the assas- 
sination probes will amount to “just 
another run around the mulberry 
bush.” 


Said Quillen: “Let’s stop arguing 
about 1963 and 1968 and let’s start 
talking about the issues of 1977.” 
Quillan noted that, according to 
news reports yesterday, a 10-month 
remvestigation of the King killing by! 
the Justice Department had deter- 
mined that James Earl Ray was in 
fact King’s lone assassin. 

A Justice Department spokesman 
confirmed yesterday that ,a 148-page i 
report on the King assassination has 
been prepared by Michael Shaheen, ! 
director of ‘the department’s Office of j 
Professional Responsibility. But the 1 
report has .not yet been made public. 1 
The department plans to make pub- j 
lie a censored version of the report, * 
deleting names of informers and some * 
other sensitive information, the [ 
spokesman said. t 

When Quillen mentioned the news 1 
reports, Rep. Yvonne B. Burke (D- ! 
Calif) challenged him on whether he , 
had seen the actual Justice Depart- ' 
ment report. ; 

Quillen said he had not. ! 

Burke said she had information that i 
Justice Department attorneys who : 
worked on the review of the King case ‘ 
had concluded that an independent in- 
vestigation was needed. But, she said 
the matter was taken out of their 
hands. 

Burke said she considered the time 
of the leak of tjie Justice Department 
finding “very irregular.’’ 

_ The disclosure came shortly before 
the House began debate on the move 
to extend the life of the assassinations 
committee. 



